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based. If Africa supplied soldiers it was also likely to supply
competitors, and the ports had to be anxiously watched.
The Moslem population was not large and depended to a
considerable extent on the labour of slaves, who were obtained
by conquest or in the ordinary course of commerce from
north-eastern Europe. The Moslem supremacy could only
be maintained by a strong ruler able to enforce unity, and
after the- death of Almanzor the Caliphate broke up into
a number of parts, known as taifas, governed by kings but
little more than city-states, of which Seville, Toledo, Granada
in the south, Saragossa in the north, were the most important.
The rulers of these taifas were more intent on culture or
debauchery than on military glory, and were incapable of self-
defence.

Christian           g0j ^y fa& middle of the eleventh century, the situation

^naer          had been completely changed, and the military ascendancy

Ferdinand I in the Peninsula had passed from the Moslems to the Chris-
of Castile tians. Ferdinand I of Castile captured a large area in what
was to be later the kingdom of Portugal, advancing his
frontier from the Douro to the Tagus. He even threatened
Seville, and the kings of both Seville and Toledo in terror
submitted to him as tributaries. His rapid advance seemed
to open the prospect of a speedy Reconquest of the Peninsula.
But in fact there were many causes which prevented this.
The Moslems had occupied all the most fertile regions, and
had driven the Christians into the hilly country in the north.
There they had impoverished them both in men and material
by their constant raids. The Christian kingdoms were con-
sequently poor and thinly populated; they were organised,
too, on a feudal basis, which militated against long campaigns.
It was difficult for them to people the territories they con-
quered; they took the easier course of replenishing their
resources with the plunder they obtained by their raids and
the tribute supplied by the vassal kings. In fact, they
treated the Moslems much as the Moslems had treated them
before, though with less ferocity.

Lack of            But there was another factor which retarded the progress

^^^      of the Christians.   They never attained to the unity which

Spain          tk6 Moslems had enjoyed for a century.   Already there were

three Christian kingdoms in existence, and unity was not to

be achieved until the end of the Middle Ages.   The kings